Preface

This sonata comes from the collection “Der getreue Music-
Meister” (“the trusty music-master”) which Telemann -
after a fashion sel in England - published himself in 1728
and 1729 in Hamburg. This so-called rmusic journal was
the first musical work lo appear in Germany in the form
of a periodical. The series of 25 Lectionen (lessons), each
of four pages, were issued at fortnightly intervals. Consist-
ing of vocal and instrumental music, these provided musi-
cal instruments used by amateurs such as cembalo,
Iute, violin, cello, recorder, flute, oboe, bassoon, as well
as viola da gamba, with an assortment of pieces for solo
and ensemble. As a commercial ploy, the composer some-
times included only part of a multi-movement work in
a single issue. As in the case of a serialized novel, the
reader was lured thus into buying future issues. The
gamba sonala appeared in two instalments — in “Lessons”
no. 15 and 16.

The technical demands ofthe sonatas, overtures etc. also fugues,
counterpoints, canons ete. that Telemann included in his
“Music-Meister” vary considerably. They were designed both
for the connoissenr and amateur: Telemann once wrote that
his compositions were conceived in an easy cantabile stvle so
astobesuitable both for the beginnerto practise for himselfand
the virtuoso to perform in public.

A convincing performance of the D major sonata for Fiola di
Gamba, senza Cembalo calls in fact for a real “virtuoso”. The
conlrasting characler of the movements, often technically
demanding, has to be well understood and they need to be
perlormed in both a serious and a lively, cheerfuliavay. Care
must be taken to bring out clearly the two-part writing. The
suggested fingerings are intended to help in this respect.
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